Epiphany
First Week of January
Matthew 2:1-12
“Star GPS”
Your Story
Talk about a time when you didn’t know where you were going and you had to follow someone
or something (like your GPS). Did the person (or thing) you were following get you there okay?
Did you get lost? What was it like trusting someone or something else to know where you were
going?
My Story and the Bible Story
Most of us take our phones for granted. We trust that Google Maps or Waze or
whatever map app we use will get us safely to our destination. We put the address in and set
off. And sometimes traffic happens or there’s a detour, but for the most part, our map apps get
us where we are going, even when we aren’t sure how to get there. There was one
Thanksgiving that I was heading home to Macon. I left on Tuesday night, and my cat (Lucy) and I
set off. It was a trip I’d made many times before, but I still used Google Maps just in case there
was traffic. And sure enough, there was a ton of traffic. So Google Maps took us off the
interstate, into unfamiliar territory. I drove down dark backroads and had no idea where I was
going. I went slowly as I saw eyes in the bushes on the side of the road (I think it was a
raccoon). I started to worry about where I was going, but Google Maps continued with its
directions: go straight, turn right here, and eventually it took me back to the interstate, having
made it past the traffic. I made it safely to Macon, and I thanked Google Maps for getting me
there. It was hard to trust that it knew where it was going when I was on those dark backroads,
but it got me where I wanted to go.
Thousands of years ago, Magi from the East used what may have been the first GPS: a
star. They followed a star to the Christ child. And they didn’t just follow that star for an hour or
two. They followed that star for a long, long time. It would have been easy for them to change
their mind and turn around. After all, they weren’t sure where they were going or how long it
would take. They didn’t know what would happen on the journey. And yet, they trusted God.
They trusted that the star in the sky was important and that it would lead the way. And finally,
finally, they arrived. They saw the Christ child and they rejoiced, because they had found the
Savior. The first GPS didn’t let them down; it showed them the way.
It can be hard to trust when we don’t know where we are going. We may want to turn
back or try to find a different way on our own. It can be hard to trust that God knows where we
are going when He asks us to do something that doesn’t make much sense. But if we trust God,
if we follow where He tells us to go, then like the Magi so long ago, we won’t be disappointed.
God won’t lead us in the wrong direction. God knows where we should go. It won’t always be
easy, but God will always be with us. We can trust God. Sometimes our map apps let us down.
Sometimes they can’t find our location or get us stuck in traffic. Sometimes there’s a glitch and

they stop working. But we can trust that God will never let us down. He will always be there.
And if we listen to Him, He will show us the way to go.
Discussion and Prayer
•
•
•

Talk about how God has led your family (can also talk about how God led your
parents/grandparents, etc. if that is relevant for your family).
Talk about times in which you had to trust God, that God would show you what to do.
Ask your children to talk about times when they followed God even when they were
quite sure what He was doing.

Pray, asking God to help each member of your family trust Him. Ask God for help in knowing
what to do and where to go.

