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Upon this Church . . . 
as we learn from our Past,

live Today, and hope for
the Future; let us

remember.

Jesus Christ is the same yesterday 
and today and forever.

Hebrews 13:8



First Baptist Roswell has been a cornerstone of the Roswell community
for more than 150 years.  Founded in 1872, our church has grown from
humble beginnings into a mid-sized congregation committed to faith,
fellowship, and service.

Sunday mornings are a time to come together, worship, and grow closer
to God.  We offer a traditional, hymn-based worship style that integrates
hymns with music.  Through choral, instrumental, and handbell
ensembles, we worship God and express our faith together.  Our church
is a welcoming place for everyone, offering prayer, music, and
inspirational preaching. 

Fellowship at First Baptist Roswell is vibrant and extends beyond Sunday
mornings. Our strong sense of community is fostered through various
activities and gatherings designed to build meaningful relationships and
support one another in our faith journey.  For over 50 years, our
Wednesday night suppers have been a beloved tradition, bringing our
church family together for food and fellowship. 

Service and outreach are integral to our church. We are committed to
demonstrating the love of Christ through service, in our community, and
beyond.  We encourage all to participate in our mission to extend the
grace of God beyond our church walls. 

As we have learned from our past, we live in the present to do God's will,
and we hope for a future that challenges us to grow our church family.
We invite you to join us in this journey, experiencing the warmth, faith,
and fellowship that defines First Baptist Roswell.

Welcome to First Baptist Roswell
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OUR MISSION, OUR VISION
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Our mission is to make disciples of Jesus Christ, who are committed to loving God, loving
others, and making His love known to the world. We are dedicated to providing opportunities
for spiritual growth, nurturing authentic relationships, and equipping believers with the tools
and resources they need to fulfill their God-given purpose. Through intentional discipleship,
we strive to foster spiritual growth, foster a sense of community, and empower believers to
live out their faith by transforming lives, strengthening families, and advancing the kingdom
of God.

Our vision is to cultivate a dedicated community of disciples who passionately pursue God,
live out His teachings, and positively impact the world around us. We envision our church as a
place where every member is equipped and empowered to grow in their faith, develop
meaningful relationships, and actively make a difference within our church family, in our
community, and around the world.

Discipleship lies at the heart of our Christian faith, accepting the call to follow in the footsteps
of Jesus Christ. Through discipleship, we seek not only to deepen our understanding of God's
word, but also to live it out in our daily lives. Discipleship is not merely about acquiring
knowledge, but about living the values and teachings of Jesus, allowing His light to shine
through our words and actions, and by changing the world around us with grace and
compassion.
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We are governed by church by-laws and our organizational structure is characterized by
church officers, staff leadership, deacon service, committee organization, and
congregational approval.  In accordance with our by-laws, the Senior Pastor is responsible
for overseeing ministers and support staff.  Members of the church elect all positions as
detailed below.  The Senior Pastor is responsible for leading the church in duties and
responsibilities.  

Officers and Board of Directors
We have 5 officers which consist of the Church Moderator and a Board of Directors. The
President of the Board is the current serving Chair of Deacons; the Vice President is the
current serving Chair of Budget and Finance; the Secretary, who is the Church Clerk; and
the Church Treasurer. The Board shall have no power to act on behalf of the church
without church approval.

Church Council
The primary functions of the Council are to recommend church goals and objectives,
review and evaluate program plans recommended by church officers, organizations, and
committees, and to ensure the maximization of church resources.  The Senior Pastor
serves as Chairman of the Church Council.

Deacon
Deacons are servants of the church and provide spiritual leadership, care, and support to
the congregation. There is a maximum of 60 deacons, each to serve a 3-year term.
Retiring deacons are eligible for re-election after a 1-year period.  At present, we have 45
active deacons.

Committees
We have general and standing committees.  General committees require rotation of
members and serve a 3 -year term.  There are 18 general committees.  Standing
committees do not require rotation and there are 12 standing committees.  Committees
may be added or deleted by recommendation of the Church Council and approval of the
church.  Special committees may also be created for specific tasks and periods of time.

Organizations
We have 4 service and 3 program organizations to provide specific leadership and task
oversight.  
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GOVERNANCE AND ORGANIZATION
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CHURCH HISTORY
From its beginning in 1872 on the edge of a Georgia wilderness until today, the Lord has smiled on the
spiritual and congregational growth of the First Baptist Church of Roswell.  It was originally organized
as Roswell Baptist Church more than 150 years ago (1872), in a simple log building behind the Roswell
Store (location was near Atlanta Street and Sloan Street).
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Donehoo    Chapel

Outside Activities
Future Development

The original Sanctuary, pictured above, (now
called the Donehoo Chapel) was built by
men of the church who worked on it during
weekends and at nights.  Construction on a
new Sanctuary began in February 1963 with
external features to harmonize with existing
buildings, and dominated by a stately
steeple.  Construction on the Sanctuary was
completed and the building was dedicated
on March 1, 1964.  Space for educational
activities was allotted, and thus, the
Education Annex was built in 1964.

The Activities Center was built in 1974 and remains highly utilized for recreation, Wednesday night
dinners, receptions, special occasions, and serves as an auditorium.  In 1986, property was acquired for
outside activities and future development. This property is currently a large field located just north of
the Donehoo Chapel.  A second education building was constructed in 1991 and in 1994 the name of
the church was officially incorporated as First Baptist Church of Roswell.

The congregation quickly outgrew the log structure and in 1875 built a white clapboard, church
building on South Atlanta Street. In 1927, a majority of church members left South Atlanta Street to
build a new church in a more central location on Main Street (now Mimosa Boulevard) to become First
Baptist Church. 

 PAGE  5



Adult Ministry

Adult Ministry

Student Ministry Children’s Ministry

Music & Worship Missions

Counseling Weekday Education

OUR MINISTRIES
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ADULT MINISTRY
We believe Sunday school is a place of growth and belonging.  All of us are called to journey in our
Christian faith and grow in our relationship with God.  We offer 14 adult classes, for all ages and life
stages, on Sunday mornings to study scripture and apply to our lives.  Our classes are a place where
your name is known, where you are missed if you’re gone, and where you can share life with others.  

Adults and Families
Our Adult and Family Ministry extends to every member of every family. We believe family ministry
begins in the home.  Our goal is to strengthen the family unit and encourage families to grow in their
Christian faith. Our approach is to develop relationships and coordinate effective and meaningful
ministry-based programs.

Men’s Ministry
We aim to foster the spiritual growth, encourage fellowship and service, and equip the men within
our congregation to fulfill their roles as leaders, husbands, fathers, and servants of God. Each year, our
men’s ministry takes part in a mission trip to help rebuild homes of deserving families in eastern
Tennessee.  Men also take part in weekly Bible studies, group meetings, and fulfill vital roles in our
technology and transportation ministry departments.

Women’s Ministry
Our Women’s Ministry is committed to encouraging, educating, and enriching the lives of all women.  
We offer Bible studies, book clubs, service groups, and various special event opportunities.  Women
on Mission is an active group of more than 75 members who learn, support, and pray for missions.  
Our MOPS, Mothers of Preschoolers, program offers moms with young children a place to connect.
Whether single or married, widowed or divorced, from career women to stay-at-home moms and
grandmothers, we strive to meet the needs of all women.

Senior Adults
Our Senior Adult Ministry, for adults 55 and over, is active, enthusiastic, and always involved in a variety
of programs and SALT activities. SALT, Seniors Actively Living Today, enjoy a wide range of activities,
including quarterly luncheons, day and overnight trips to unique places of interest, and church events
with games and movies. SALT highlights are the annual peach and pecan trip to south Georgia, the
ARK Encounter, and North Georgia Sing gospel music event. Sunday mornings are a time of Bible
study, fellowship, and connecting with others.

Celebration
Our Celebration Ministry is committed to educating and uplifting the lives of adults with
developmental disabilities.  Members love getting together each week for Bible lessons, fellowship,
lots of food, crafts, and games. Walk by on a Sunday morning and you will hear laughter, great
questions, and a positive and uplifting atmosphere. Celebration members serve as ushers and are
some of our most active volunteers.
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STUDENT MINISTRY
Our Student Ministry is for middle, high school, and college students.  We seek to create a nurturing
and supportive environment where youth can grow spiritually, build meaningful relationships, and
discover their identity and purpose in Christ.  

Each Sunday, students gather together in our Joyhouse, a dedicated hangout space, for donuts,
games, and fellowship.  Students then break up into age groups for Bible study.  Volunteer and
youth leaders guide discussions, facilitate activities, and provide insights into the curriculum being
studied.  Students can also attend regular Bible study.  Studies are periodically hosted in member
homes and offer a relaxed setting for food and fellowship.  We have an active college ministry group
when students are home on summer break.  The group meets regularly for Bible study and enjoys
various social activities while reconnecting with friends.

Wednesday nights are a time for students to come together in the Joyhouse for Bible study and
fun.  Periodically, guest speakers are invited to address topics of interest.  Students participate in a
variety of fellowship activities including game nights, team building, and outdoor entertainment.  

We offer a variety of outings and retreats beyond our church walls.  Sporting events, rafting
adventures, and ski trips are just some of the ways for students to connect.  Annual retreats provide
immersive experiences that blend fun, fellowship, and spiritual growth.  FUGE camp is a summer
highlight!

Missions are central to our church ministry and students take part in local mission and service
projects, as well as mission trips to a variety of locales.  Community opportunities include
volunteering at local food pantries, packaging and serving meals to those in need, participating in
community clean-up initiatives, and packaging donation shoeboxes.  Mission trips provide students
with opportunities to step out of their comfort zones, grow spiritually, and make a difference to
communities in need. Our students have served across the Southeast, the Bahamas, and Alaska. 

The Joyhouse is also host to our Youth Praise Band.  Members engage audiences through music
and song and regularly lead worship during student gatherings and play at church-wide events.



CHILDREN’S MINISTRY
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We believe that every child is a precious gift from God.  We are committed to providing a safe,
loving, and Christ-centered environment where children can encounter God's love, grow in their
faith, and build lifelong relationships.  

Our Children’s Ministry is divided by age group (infants through 5th grade children) to provide
tailored programming and teaching that meets the developmental needs and interests of
children at different stages of life. 

Each age group has dedicated classrooms, curriculum, and volunteers to provide age-
appropriate teaching, supervision, and care. Additionally, periodic events, such as VBS, family
outings, and mission activities, can bring children from different age groups together for shared
experiences and community building.

Our children are an important part of our congregation and have much to offer in worship and in
our church community. We believe that children most easily learn how to worship by being in
worship and watching others. Therefore, our children begin attending worship services when
they enter 1st grade. To help prepare them to attend our full worship service, 4-year and
kindergarten children attend the beginning portion of services on Sunday mornings. They return
to worship care classrooms at the conclusion of the children's sermon. 

We offer Wednesday evening programs where children can continue to grow in their faith,
memorize Scripture, learn about missions, and build relationships with peers and adult leaders.
Our children’s choirs are a rewarding way for our youngest singers to explore their musical
talents. 

We prioritize the safety and security of the children entrusted to us by implementing policies
and procedures to ensure a safe environment for all participants.  We utilize KidCheck, an online
system that gives us easy ways to contact parents, provide important information about allergies
and medical conditions, and more.



MUSIC & WORSHIP MINISTRY
Our Music and Worship Ministry offers opportunities for musicians of all ages to be actively and
intimately involved in worship life. Through choral, instrumental, and handbell ensembles, we
offer many points of entry for families and individuals to learn about and give expression to our
faith.  We believe one of the most passionate, powerful, and personal ways of worshiping God is
through music. When we worship with body, mind, spirit, and voice; we love God and love the
world with our music and our lives.

Worship Services
Our Music and Worship Ministry plays a significant role in facilitating a meaningful worship
experience.  Hymns, songs, and instrumental pieces are selectively chosen to enhance the
worship experience and support service messages. 

Choir
We offer three age-based children’s choirs, a student youth choir, and an adult-chancel choir.
Our age-based choirs provide young singers tailored instruction, developmentally appropriate
learning, and spiritual growth.  Middle and high school students participate in youth choir and
delve into more advanced techniques, while continuing on their musical and spiritual journey.
Our Chancel Choir is the keystone to our music ministry. With more than 60 members, the
choir focuses on developing strong technique and singing a variety of excellent repertoire from
different genres and styles.

Instrumental Groups
Instrumental groups play a vital role in enhancing our worship experience.  In addition to vocal
music, we offer orchestra, brass ensemble, handbell ensemble, and youth band opportunities.  
Our 30-member student and adult orchestra spans brass, string, woodwind, and percussion
instruments.  Select orchestra members also perform separately as part of a brass ensemble.
Our adult handbell ensemble, the Jubilee Ringers, are challenged at the highest level and offer
a unique and captivating musical experience.  Young musicians with a passion for music and
desire to use their talents to glorify God join our Youth Praise Band.

Special Events
We coordinate special musical events throughout the year, including Christmas concerts and
musical productions. These events are opportunities to showcase the talents of our
congregation and engage the community.  Additionally, children choirs, youth choir, and the
Jubilee Ringers perform at select outreach events.
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MISSIONS MINISTRY
Our Missions Ministry is at the heart of our church's purpose to share the love of Christ and make a
difference in the world around us.  We seek to know, encourage, and grow while seeing to it that no
one falls short of the grace of God (Hebrews 12:15). Members can designate missions offerings to
support the Southern Baptist Convention or the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship.  We support a variety
of mission initiatives in our community, region, and around the world.   

Local Outreach
We are actively involved in meeting the needs of our local community through various outreach
programs, social services, and community development initiatives. Beyond Our Walls is an annual
initiative where church members, families, and friends dedicate one day to go Beyond Our Walls to
serve the Roswell community.  We have long-standing partnerships with the Drake House, Family
Promise, Foster Care Support Foundation, and North Fulton Community Charities.  Details about each
organization are included on our website. 

National Missions
We organize short-term missions trips to support specific mission projects and assist communities in
need. These trips provide opportunities for our members to engage in hands-on ministry and
evangelism efforts.  Appalachian Ministries of the Smokies, a poverty relief ministry, provides home
repair services to impoverished families in East Tennessee.  Mission teams have served across the
Southeast, Bahamas, and Alaska. 

International Missions
We are involved in missions work around the world, supporting missionaries, partnering with
international mission organizations, and sending teams to provide humanitarian aid.  Since 1983,
mission teams have traveled to Haiti, Mexico, the Amazon River of Brazil, and Kenya to assist with
humanitarian needs, construction projects, and provide needed medical and dental services.  In 2022,
World Vision was added as a global mission partner.  Through this program, members of our
congregation sponsor children and their families in Uganda.  We also support Samaritan’s Purse by
filling shoeboxes to be distributed to those in need around the world.

Children and Students
We introduce our children to missions at an early age so they can develop a heart for missions and
desire to make a difference. Children and students contribute to missions through service projects,
mission trips, and prayer support.  

Music and Missions
Our music ministry plays an important role in missions work by organizing outreach events and
participating in mission trips in other communities and countries.
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COUNSELING MINISTRY
Our Counseling Ministry is a valuable resource for individuals and families seeking support,
guidance, and healing on their journey of faith and growth.  We are committed to caring for
the whole person ~ body, mind, and spirit.  

Pastoral Counseling
We provide one-on-one counseling sessions to address personal, relational, and spiritual
issues.  Sessions are nonjudgmental and take place in an supportive environment where
individuals can explore their concerns, receive guidance, and find healing.

Marriage and Family Counseling
Our marriage and family counseling services provide support and resources to couples and
families navigating the complexities of relationships, offering hope, healing, and restoration
in accordance with Christian principles and values.  Services focus on strengthening
marriages, improving family relationships, and addressing parenting challenges. 

We offer pre-marriage education to introduce couples to a variety of useful skills and tools to
help build the foundation for a healthy and successful marriage.  Research has shown that
couples who participate in premarital education have more realistic expectations, handle
conflict better, and have improved communication skills.

Group Counseling
Hope for Grieving Children is our support group program that provides a safe and supportive
environment for children grieving a death, to share their experiences. The program offers a
unique opportunity for children to begin and continue their journey as they move through
the healing process.  Children are encouraged to express their grief, verbally and through
creative positive play, within a peer group setting. Support services are extended to family
members, caregivers, schools, and the community.  
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WEEKDAY EDUCATION
Our Weekday Education Ministry plays a vital role in meeting the educational,
developmental, and spiritual needs of children and families in our community. We
offer mother’s morning out, preschool, kindergarten, and pre-first programs. 

History 
In 1965, after thoughtful study and planning, the Kindergarten at First Baptist Roswell
was created to better prepare Roswell children for school.  At this time, there were no
preschools or kindergartens in North Fulton County. The school opened with just two
kindergarten classes and now offers mother’s morning out, preschool, kindergarten,
and pre-first grade to more than 150 children. 

Community Outreach
Our weekday education programs serve as a
valuable outreach ministry and provide a point of
connection with families in our community who
may not otherwise be involved in church activities.
We integrate various activities and events to bring
together children participating in weekday
education programs and our children and family
ministries. This includes worship services, holiday
celebrations, children and family events, and service
projects.

 PAGE 13



PAGE 14

DEMOGRAPHICS
Church families primarily live in Roswell.  Families  that live in neighboring
communities are generally within 15 miles of our church.  The following map
illustrates the location and distribution of church families in surrounding cities.  

Membership is obtained by baptism, transfer of membership from another
Baptist church, or statement of faith.
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ATTENDANCE
We are a mid-sized multigenerational church.  Our active membership for 2023 was
approximately 800 members and has remained steady for the past five years.  Active
members are defined as members who were involved in any way during 2023 or consider
First Baptist Roswell their home church.  The first chart represents member distribution by
age group.   The second chart illustrates worship and Sunday school attendance for the past
two years.  Average Sunday school attendance is 233 and average worship attendance is 318
in-person and 75 on-line. 
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GIVING
First Baptist Roswell has been blessed with consistent support.  As illustrated in the
graphic below, our annual contributions consistently meet or exceed our annual expenses
while remaining below budget. 

We maintain a strong annual operating budget of over $2 million and our budgeting
process is meticulous and strategic. By setting a realistic budget and carefully monitoring
spending, we ensure that our financial resources are used effectively and efficiently to
support our church’s goals.  Our 2024 budget is set at $2.35 million.

We are blessed to carry no long-term debt. This financial freedom allows us to allocate
more resources directly to our ministries and outreach programs, rather than servicing
debt.

 



Joined staff in 2018.  Previously served as Minister to Youth and
Families at Second Baptist in Little Rock, AR.   Graduate of Texas
A&M University and the Baptist Theological Seminary in Richmond,
VA.  Married with four children,

Reverend Logan Carpenter
Interim Executive Pastor
Minister of Spiritual Development

OUR STAFF

Joined staff in 1996. Graduate of Baylor University, Southwestern
Baptist Theological Seminary, and the Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary. Pastoral counselor and Licensed Marriage
and Family Therapist.  Married with one child.

Reverend Robert Turnbull
Senior Adult Ministry Director

Joined staff in 2005.  Previously served as Minister to Students at
First Baptist Roswell (19 years), Family Life Minister at Lake City
First Baptist Church in South Carolina, and Minister to Students at
First Baptist Church in Valdosta, GA. Graduate of Palm Beach
Atlantic and the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary in
Louisville, KY.  Married with three children.

Dr. Doyle Hamilton
Minister of Congregational Care

Reverend Jessica Asbell Oravec
Minister to Children and Families

Joined staff in 2012.  Previously served as Associate Pastor for
Children and Families at Winter Park Baptist Church in
Wilmington, NC. and intern at Highland Hills Baptist Church in
Macon, GA.  Graduate of Mercer University and the McAfee School
of Theology. Married with one child.

Reverend David Warren
Minister of Music and Worship

Joined staff in 2022.  Previously served as Interim Worship & Media
Pastor at First Baptist Church in Maryville, TN and on staff at
churches in TN, TX, and AL. Graduate of Carson-Newman
University and the George W. Truett Theological Seminary at
Baylor University.  Married.
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Served as Senior Pastor for 16 years.  Graduate of Union University in Jackson, TN and
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary in Louisville, KY. Married with two children and
three grandchildren.

OUR STAFF
Dr. Ron Bradley
Pastor Emeritus

Suzanne Ivey
Pianist

Reverend Jane Martin
Organist

Wes Blalock
Chief of Staff
Technology Manager

Donna Haney
Administrative Assistant

Ira Humphries
Church Secretary

Jeff Jennings
Missions Coordinator

Ruth Johnson
Receptionist

Josh Raugh
Student Ministry Associate

Katie Warren
Children’s Music Coordinator

SUPPORT STAFF
Amy Murphy
Administrative Assistant

Kristen Rogers
Marketing Coordinator

Chris Rowe
Operations Manager

JoAnne Wright
FInance Manager

Custodians
Johnny Lawrence
Norma Reyes
Mitchell Smith
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First Baptist Roswell is located in the historic district of downtown Roswell, Georgia.    Roswell
is a city in northern Fulton County and approximately 20 minutes north of Atlanta.   At the
official 2020 census, the city had a population of 92,883 with a median age of 40.5 and a
median household income of $122,924.  Roswell consistently ranks high among the best cities
in Georgia to call home. Known for its historic charm, beautiful natural features, welcoming
community, strong economy, and support of local business, Georgia’s 8th largest city
continues to receive accolades & awards. 

Roswell's history dates back to the early days of Georgia's statehood. In the 1830s, a man
named Roswell King visited the area and built a cotton mill on Vickery Creek. He was joined
by other settlers, and cotton became the main industry, even after damage during the Civil
War. Today, many of these buildings make up a 640-acre historic district. The city's location
along the Chattahoochee River makes it popular for outdoor recreation, and the downtown
has no shortage of shops and restaurants.

Roswell’s proximity to metropolitan Atlanta, offers a variety of sporting events and attractions.
Located in nearby Cobb County, Truist Park is the home of the Atlanta Braves. The Battery
Atlanta, adjacent to Truist Park, is a mixed-use development featuring restaurants and shops
is perfect for pre- or post-game activities.  Located in downtown Atlanta is Mercedes-Benz
Stadium, a state-of-the-art stadium and host to the Atlanta Falcons and Atlanta United MLS
football clubs.  Next door is State Farm Arena and the Atlanta Hawks, our NBA team.  Both
venues feature additional sporting events, concerts, and shows.  The Fox Theatre, also located
in Atlanta is a historic and iconic entertainment venue known for its stunning architecture
and diverse range of performances.

Hartsfield–Jackson Atlanta International Airport, one of the busiest and most significant
airports in the world, is the primary airport serving Atlanta, Georgia. The airport is located 32
miles south of downtown Roswell.  

OUR COMMUNITY
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