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   The Worship of God: 

December 21, 2025 
Eleven o’clock in the Morning 

 
 
Preview of Upcoming Opportunities 

 
Gathering Music  Rev. Jane Martin, piano 

 
Welcome   Rev. Logan Carpenter 

 
Chiming of the Trinity   

 
Prelude  “Gaudete! Christus est natus” arr. Todd Marchand 

Mimosa Brass 
	

	 “Love	came	down	at	Christmas,	love	all	lovely,	love	divine:	
	 Love	was	born	at	Christmas,	star	and	angels	gave	the	sign.”	

	 	 -	Christina	Rossetti	
	

+ Call to Worship  Rev. David Warren 
 
 One: We are waiting on you, God. We are still waiting. 
 All: The darkness is deeper, but look! The star is beginning to shine. 
 One: The everlasting light is creeping closer. 
 All: Hope is in the air. Peace is promised.  
  Joy is on the tips of our tongues. 
 One: Love is coming. Love divine, all loves excelling. 
 All: We are waiting on love. And love is waiting on us. 
 
+ Hymn of Praise # 85 “The First Nowell” THE FIRST NOWELL 

Stanzas 1, 2, & 4 
 

On	the	=inal	stanza,	all	children	are	invited	to	come	forward	for	the	Children’s	Sermon.	
	

Children’s Sermon “Love” Rev. Jessica Asbell Oravec 
 
Advent Wreath Carol # 86 “O Little Town of Bethlehem” ST. LOUIS 

Stanza 2 
 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath: Love Candle The Celebration Class 
 
 Leader:  Today, we light the candle of Love. 
 Leader:  This candle reminds us of God’s love for each of us that He shared by sending Jesus Christ.  
 People:  By the light of this candle, may we know the brilliance of God’s love.  
  As God’s light cannot be overcome, may the promise of God’s love be everlasting,  
  never failing, and unending – lighting our way.  
 Leader:  God calls us to share His love with others, to allow this love to shine forth and illuminate the 

world around us. Just like the growing light from the Advent Candles as they illuminate the 
darkness, we can allow God’s love to abide in our hearts and reflect outward for all to see.  

To find out more about all the 
ways you can support the 
ministries of our church 
through giving, scan the QR 
code or visit our website: 
fbroswell.org/give 

Church Office: (770) 587-6980 Minister on Call: (678) 270-1644 

This Week at FBR  
Sunday, December 21 
 9:45 AM  Sunday School 
 11:00 AM Worship Service (Sanctuary)  
Monday, December 22 
No Planned Activities   
Tuesday, December 23 
No Planned Activities  
 

Wednesday, December 24 
Church Office Closed 
 5:00 PM Christmas Eve Candlelight: Family 

Service (Sanctuary) 
11:00 PM  Christmas Eve Candlelight: Lessons & 

Carols (Sanctuary)  
Thursday, December 25 
Church Office Closed – Merry Christmas  
Friday, December 26 
Church Office Closed    

Saturday, December 27 
No Planned Activities  
Sunday, December 28  
No Sunday School  
 11:00 AM Worship Service (Sanctuary) 

Wednesday Night Fellowship Dinner  
will resume January 7, 2026 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

  As we receive and embrace God’s love in our hearts, may God’s love reflect in each of us 
through our presence, in all we say, and in all we do. Pray with us: 

 People:  “Holy God, thank you for the love you have given to us through the gift of Jesus’ birth.  
May the sign and promise of your love strengthen us and renew us this Advent season. 
Help us remember that we are called to love others, just as you have first loved us. 
May your light and love shine bright in us for all to see.  
Lord, hear our prayer – in the name of the one who is to come, Amen.” 

 
Instrumental Meditation  “In the Bleak Midwinter” arr. Todd Marchand 

Mimosa Brass 
 

Our	God,	heaven	cannot	hold	Him	nor	earth	sustain,	
Heaven	and	earth	shall	flee	away	when	He	comes	to	reign:	

In	the	bleak	mid-winter	a	stable-place	sufficed	
The	Lord	God	Almighty	—	Jesus	Christ.	

-	Christina	Rossetti	
 

Pastoral Prayer  Rev. Logan Carpenter 
 
+ Hymn of Giving “Jesus Came to Dwell Among Us” HARLAN 

(See hymn insert) 
Stanzas 1, 3, & 4 

 
+ Offertory Prayer  Dr. Greg DeLoach 

 
Offertory  “The Dream Isaiah Saw” Glenn Rudolph 

(from Christmas at First: “Come & Worship, Go & Tell”) 
Chancel Choir & Mimosa Brass 

Sheldon Fisher & Carolyn Paul, timpani 
 

 Lions and oxen will sleep in the hay,  
 Leopards will join with the lambs as they play, 
 Wolves will be pastured with cows in the glade,  
 Blood will not darken the earth that God made. 
 Little child whose bed is straw, Take new lodgings in my heart. 
 Bring the dream Isaiah saw: Life redeemed from fang and claw. 
 
 Peace will pervade more than forest and field: 
 God will transfigure the violence concealed 
 Deep in the heart and in systems of gain, 
 Ripe for the judgment the Lord will ordain. 
 Little Child whose bed is straw, Take new lodgings in my heart. 
 Bring the dream Isaiah saw: Justice purifying law. 
 
 Nature reordered to match God’s intent, 
 Nations obeying the call to repent, 
 All of creation completely restored, 
 Filled with the knowledge and love of the Lord. 
 Little child whose bed is straw, Take new lodgings in my heart. 
 Bring the dream Isaiah saw: Knowledge, wisdom, worship, awe. 
 
Sermon  Our Dear Christ, Enters In: Dr. Greg DeLoach 

“The Incarnation According to John” 
John 1:1-18 NRSV 

 
1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning 
with God. 3 All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has 
come into being 4 in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and 
the darkness did not overtake it. 6 There was a man sent from God whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness 
to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8 He himself was not the light, but he came to testify 
to the light. 9 The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 10 He was in the world, and 
the world came into being through him, yet the world did not know him. 11 He came to what was his own, and his 
own people did not accept him. 12 But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to 
become children of God, 13 who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 
14 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, 
full of grace and truth. 15 (John testified to him and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after 
me ranks ahead of me because he was before me.’”) 16 From his fullness we have all received, grace upon 
grace. 17 The law indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever 
seen God. It is the only Son, himself God, who is close to the Father’s heart, who has made him known. 
 

Guests 
Welcome to First Baptist Roswell. We hope you find 
our worship reverent, our ministries sincere, and our 
fellowship warm. If you need assistance, contact an 
usher. Please make note of opportunities for 
worship, ministry, and fellowship listed on this 
service order and on the Announcement insert. 
Please stop by the Welcome Wall at the Sanctuary 
entrance and pick up a Welcome Folder. We have 
childcare available for infants - kindergartners on 
the first floor of our education building. Our ushers 
will be happy to direct you. 
 

Worship Words 
On this fourth Sunday of Advent, we reflect upon 
God’s indescribable gift of love given to us through 
the coming of the Christ Child. This gift of love from 
God, the coming of Christ, reminds us of the never 
ending, never failing, true and steadfast love of God 
that seeks us out. In turn, we have the opportunity 
to live into God’s gift of love to us by sharing that 
same love with others. This Advent, may you be 
reminded, encouraged, and filled with the love of 
God that comes from Christ to surround us, sustain 
us, redeem us, and save us. 
 

Narthex Christmas Tree Display 
Throughout the Advent and Christmas Season, we 
invite you to view the Christmas Tree on display in 
the Narthex presented and offered by the Visual 
Worship Ministry. We hope you’ll take a moment to 
come by and interact with the tree, see the 
ornaments of past years, and engage with this year’s 
ornament story about “The Shepherds.” 
 

Service Broadcasting and Recording 
The 11:00 AM Worship Service is broadcast live each 
week and recordings of the full service and sermons 
can be viewed on our church website: 
www.fbroswell.org under Quick Links, Live 
Broadcast. CD/DVD are also available.  Please 
contact the church office to request a CD/DVD. If you 
would like to share Dr. Greg Deloach’s message from 
last week with a friend, please order: "Our Dear 
Christ, Enters In: The Incarnation According to 
Luke". 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

+ Hymn of Response # 208 “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” HYFRYDOL 
 

This	text	is	used	with	the	tune:	HYFRYDOL;	“Come,	Thou	Long-Expected	Jesus,”	#	77.	
 
Sharing of Decisions  Dr. Greg DeLoach 
 
+ Benediction  Dr. Greg DeLoach 
+ Congregational Response # 76  VENI EMMANUEL 
   “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” 

Stanza 3 
 
   O come, Thou Wisdom from on high, And order all things, far and nigh; 
   To us the path of knowledge show, And cause us in her ways to go. 
   Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel Shall come to thee, O Israel! 
 
Organ Postlude “Fanfare & Variations on Noel Nouvelet” arr. Raymond Haan 

Rev. Jane Martin 
Ben DuBose & Craig Sprinkle, trumpets 

 
 
+ Please	stand	as	you	are	able.	 Words	Reprinted	with	Permission.	CCLI	License	#	499294	&	One	License	#A-
737138.	
	
	

Special	thanks	to	the	Mimosa	Brass	(Ben	DuBose,	trumpet;	Tim	Donehoo,	french	horn;	
Tom	Loadholt,	tuba;	and	Craig	Sprinkle,	trumpet)	for	leading	in	worship	today.	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
 

 
 We’re Grateful for Your 

Generous Support! 
  
 Help us close our financial deficit 

and finish 2025 with a surplus for 
the first time since 2021. Follow 
along each week as we decorate the 
tree and track our progress toward 
meeting expenses and reaching our 
giving goal. 

If you are interested in leading 
in worship on a Sunday morn-
ing (by offering a part of our 
spoken or responsive liturgy, 
or by serving with our Worship 
Production team by operating 
our projection and slides.), 
please scan the QR code to 
volunteer. 


